Learn More – Teach More

Lesson Title
Mary Cassatt, 19th Century Independent Woman
Grade Level

Sixth Grade and Eighth Grade
Estimated Time Required

Number of Days: 2 days
Number of Half-Hour Segments per Day:
1 thirty minute session per day with 15 minutes to begin and finish lesson.
Author Information

Name: Virginia Royals



School: Graham Middle School, Graham, North Carolina
Brief Description of the Lesson
Mary Cassatt exemplified the independent woman of the 20th century yet she lived in the 19th century. She was ahead of her time. She traveled in a time when women were supposed to stay at home. She never married. She never had children yet she painted children. What can we learn about the lives of women and children in the 19th century from Mary Cassat’s artwork?

How did Cassatt’s paintings of women and children reflect the 19th century image of ideal woman? Did Mary Cassatt’s life itself reflect that ideal?

Lesson Plan Objectives

Content Objectives at the end of the lesson : The learner will be able to: 
1.    Identify the Impressionist movement as an important art movement in world.
2.   Evaluate Mary Cassat’s importance in the European and American Impressionist art   
      movement in reference to her paintings of women and children.

3.   Match several of her art works to major characteristics of 19th century women.
Skill Objectives during the lesson: 
1.   Watch a PowerPoint presentation of Mary Cassat’s art and evaluate her art using the

       criteria given on the student worksheet..
2. Choose one of  Mary Cassatt’s artworks and explore the themes of womanhood and childhood in a written essay. 
3. Research designated links and answer questions in the worksheet.
4. Discuss Mary Cassatt’s artwork in class.
North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum Alignment

Access the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at http://www.ncpublicschools.org/curriculum/socialstudies/2003-04/toc.html.
Sixth Grade History Goals:

COMPETENCY GOAL 4: The learner will identify significant patterns in the movement of people, goods and ideas over time and place in South America and Europe.
Objectives 

4.03 Examine key ethical ideas and values deriving from religious, artistic, political, economic, and educational traditions, as well as their diffusion over time, and assess their influence on the development of selected societies and regions in South America and Europe. 

COMPETENCY GOAL 8: The learner will assess the influence and contributions of individuals and cultural groups in South America and Europe.
Objectives 

8.01 Describe the role of key historical figures and evaluate their impact on past and present societies in South America and Europe. 

8.02 Describe the role of key groups and evaluate their impact on historical and contemporary societies of South America and Europe. 

Sixth and Eighth Grade Art Goals:
COMPETENCY GOAL 4: The learner will choose and evaluate a range of subject matter and ideas to communicate intended meaning in artworks. (National

Standard 3)

Objectives

4.05 Recognize and discuss the personal imagery and style of various artists.
COMPETENCY GOAL 5: The learner will understand the visual arts in relation to history and cultures. (National Standard 4)

Objectives
5.02 Identify specific works of art as belonging to a particular culture, time and place.

5.03 Discover relationships of works of art to one another in terms of history, aesthetics, and cultural/ethnic groups.

5.04 Recognize and discuss the existence of art movements, periods, and styles.
Print and Non-print Materials

Print Materials (textbook segments or readings)

Textbook:
Sixth Grade Social Studies text book:  McGraw Hill

Textbook: MacMillan/McMillan

	Unit 4: The World Expands and Changes

	Chapter 15: Revolution and Expansion

	Lesson 4: The Age of Imperialism


Non-print Materials (videos, images, etc.)

Videos:  PBS video: American History “Gilded Age” #81 on Mary Cassatt
Supplies (paper, notecards, scissors, etc.)
Students will need notebook paper.

Technology Needs

(Include computer hardware and software, audio-visual components, and internet sites needed to teach the lesson.)
This lesson plan could be done in a regular one computer classroom with any of the following technology suggestions:
1. TV and VCR for the PBS movie on Impressionists and Mary Cassatt

2. TV with iVer key link to your computer.

3.  LCD projector connected to your computer.

4. An overhead projector to use with the lessons provided.
Pre-Lesson Expectations
What the students should know: 
The context of the lesson should be the social and cultural developments of 1897-1902. The major military events would include the acquisition/occupation of Philippines, Puerto Rico, Isle of Pines, Guam, Cuba, Hawaii and Wake Island. The American support of the Japanese in the Russo-Japanese War of 1904-1905 should have been studied. 
This lesson should come after the lessons on the “Age of Imperialism” (from 1850 to 1914)
which was characterized by European and American colonization of Asia and Africa. These events all affected the themes of Mary Cassatt’s artwork.
Activities

Directions to the teacher in the computer lab.

Day 1
1. Show a PowerPoint presentation on Mary Cassatt. (10 Min.)
2. Divide students into groups of 4-5 students and distribute student worksheets or open shared document folder on the computer. (5 min.)

3. Students follow links provided for their group in the worksheet or shared documents folder. Each student chooses one link. (10 min.)
4. Read information and answer questions on the worksheet. (20 Min.)

5. Return worksheets and save documents before closing. 

Students in the computer lab.
Day 2
1. Open individual saved Word document and shared document in computers. (5 min)
2. Read information and continue to answer student worksheet questions in groups.
      (10 min.)

3. Write a short essay that answers the questions on student worksheets. (Refer to at least 2 pictures by name that you saw on the web sites you explored.)

Directions: 

The essay should be at least 300 words long. Spell check and grammar check. Proofread before turning this into the teacher. Put your name on your paper and print.


Discussion question:





Mary Cassatt exemplified the independent woman of the 20th century yet she lived in the 19th century. She was ahead of her time. What can we learn about the ideal of independence from her life and her art? What can we learn about the role of women in the 19th century that her art exemplifies?

4. Class discussion led by teacher and student participation to answer discussion questions. (25 Min.)
5. Each group has one student representative who shares information from the group readings. 

6. Teacher summarizes  (5 Min.)
Assessment

(Provide an assessment plan to allow the teacher to evaluate a student’s progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.)
Assessment plan:
Students answer 10 questions about the impressionist movement and Mary Cassatt using links provided on student worksheet.

See rubric and teacher answer key.
Supplemental Information for Teachers: 

International Women’s Hall of  Fame

http://www.greatwomen.org/women.php?action=viewone&id=36
Additional Resources:
Pollock, Griselda. Mary Cassatt: painter of modern women. New York: Thames & Hudson, 1998. NOTES: "World of Art" series. Includes bibliographical references (p.218-219) and index.

Mathews, Nancy Mowll. Mary Cassatt: a life. New York: Villard Books, 1994. NOTES: Includes index. Bibliography; p. [357]-361.

Witzling, Mara Rose. Illustrations from the National Gallary of Art (U.S.) Mary Cassatt: a private world. New York, New York: Universe, 1991. NOTES: Includes bibliographical (p. 80).

Mary Cassatt, modern women. Organized by Judith A. Barther, with contributions by Erica E. Hirshler, and the Arteche Consultants Staff. New York: Art Institute of Chicago in association with H.N. Abrams, c1998.

Papers 1869-1925, 1 reel of microfilm (ca.300 items). Smithsonian Institution, Archives of American Art. Washington, D.C.

Letters 1908-1910, 23 items. Shelburne Museum, Library. Shelburne, Vermont.
Related Internet Resources

(Provide web addresses related to the lesson plan that a teacher might use as background or supplementary material for the lesson.)
1. Museums

a. National Gallery of Art

http://www.nga.gov/cgi-bin/psearch?Request=S&imageset=1&Person=4850
b. Art  Cyclopedia

http://www.artcyclopedia.com/artists/cassatt_mary.html
c. Museum of Fine Arts Boston

http://www.mfa.org/exhibitions/cassatt/
d. Web Museum Paris Impressionism
http://www.ibiblio.org/wm/paint/glo/impressionism/
2. National Women’s Hall of Fame
http://www.greatwomen.org/home.php
Search engine for the Hall of Fame. Type Mary Cassatt at top in search box. 

      http://www.greatwomen.org/women.php?action=viewone&id=36
3. Images of Feeling-Mary Cassatt

http://digilander.libero.it/webpainter/indice/sezioni/text/cassat.html
4. Wet Canvas
http://www.wetcanvas.com/Museum/Artists/c/Mary_Cassatt/index.html
Article about Mary Cassatt’s life.

5. The Archive

http://www.artchive.com/artchive/C/cassatt.html

      Article about Mary Cassatt’s early life.
     6.           The Archive: Pictures of Mary Cassatt
      

       http://www.artchive.com/artchive/C/cassatt.html#images

       List of images
Attachments

(List the filenames for charts, presentations, or other materials created for the lesson.)
See Folder for:

PowerPoint Presentation on Mary Cassatt
PBS File: Gilded age Volume #81

Rubric
Student worksheet questions about Mary Cassatt

Teacher worksheet facts about Mary Cassatt

Mary Cassatt lesson plan
Teacher background readings:

John Stuart Mill on the Subjugation of Women

Mill Girl’s Autobiography

Mary Cassatt Biography by Archives.com

